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This story is one of many hardships,tragedies and triumphs for the Caswell family from Deptford, England, 

who, in 1828, sought to start a new life in the colony of New South Wales. William was initially granted 

land at the Williamôs River [Balickera], and Port Stephens [Tanilba], choosing Tanilba, with its magnificent 

views across the harbor, as the homestead block, to ñbuild a fine brick, elegant mansionò for his family.  

We reveal the full naval career of Lt. William Caswell, later made Commander [Retired], and a 

biographical dictionary of the forty [40] known convicts that were assigned to him, and in addition, the 

transcriptions of the daily diaries of Caswellôs Overseer, Charles William Stuart.  

This fully referenced publication provides an overview, from a heritage perspective, of all the people who, 

in times past, made such a significant contribution to Tanilba in Port Stephens from 1830. Today, apart 

from still being a beautiful family residence, Tanilba House, built in 1837, is a culturally significant, convict 

built, stone building and as such, leaves us with an enduring legacy of not only our local and state history, 

but also provides our nation with tangible evidence of our colonial past, which must be preserved at any 

cost.  

ORDER FORM  

NAME........................................................................................................... 

EMAIL........................................................... 

ADDRESS......................................................................................................  

AMOUNT ENCLOSED/ CHEQUE...........................  

POST WITH PAYMENT TO: Port Stephens Family History Society Inc., PO Box 32, 

Tanilba Bay NSW 2319 FOR EFT PAYMENTS: Bank details can be obtained by emailing 

society: psfhsi@gmail.comΟTELEPHONE: 0422 303 171  

  

         OUR LATEST PUBLICATION 

 

TANILBA: ñTenilba[h]òΟ[place of white flowers, near 

the water]  

ǐ Lt. William CaswellΟǐ Caswell & Hoddle familiesΟ       

ǐ Tanilba homestead in Port Stephens ǐ Caswellôs 40  

assigned convictsΟǐ Overseer Charles Stuartôs diariesΟ     

ǐ Tanilba after the CaswellsΟǐ Tanilba House: State 

Heritage Listed ǐ The enduring legacy to our nation  

 
Price: $30 + $13.50 p & h  
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From the Presidentõs deskéééééééééé 

 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, our routine daily life has changed dramatically. Research days 
have been ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ Ωƴƻǘ ǎƻ ȅƻǳƴƎΩ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ. 
 
Our journal editor Kerrie Huxley has compiled some wonderful articles in this themed edition 
Anzacs- Ψ[Ŝǎǘ ²Ŝ CƻǊƎŜǘΩ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘΣ ǎƻ ƴƻ ŜȄŎǳǎŜǎ ƴƻǿΣ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Řƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ time 
on your hands to catch up with some reading. Pull up a chair in the sun, make a cuppa and 
enjoy! Thank you to all members who submitted their stories about our very own heroes. 
¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ά¦t ¢I9 ¢L[[LD9ww¸ /w99Y ϧ !wh¦b5 ¢I9 ¢w!/Y{έ ƛǎ 
well underway and the research committee are putting this enforced lock-down period to 
ƎƻƻŘ ǳǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ΨIƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ tƭŀŎŜǎΩ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ 
Tilligerry Creek. 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŘƻΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

1. Take some time to re-Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻƭŘ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŦƛƭŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƳŀŘŜ ƧƻǘǘƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŘƛƎƛǘƛǎŜŘ 

yet. Have a thought for your family who at some stage will try to understand the family history 

names etc you have collected on those scraps of paper. We have a group sheet that can be 

ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘŜŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ CŀƳƛƭȅ ¢ǊŜŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊΦ 

 

2. Scan all those important Birth, Death, Marriage Certificates you have sent for over the years, 

to your computer, and store all originals in acid free sleeves safely together. 

 

3. Scan all your precious family photographs onto a portable memory stick- in case of 

emergency, you only have to pick up a USB stick then, instead of all those boxes of photograph 

albums. Also, check out My Heritage website, for ways to fix and colour photos. 

 

4. LŦ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǳǎΦ YŜǊǊƛŜ 

has included some websites for your perusal in this journal as well. We are here to help you. 

ANZAC DAY ς all public marches and services have been cancelled due to COVID-19. A 
special Dawn Service will be available from 5.30am to view via ABC News facebook page 
or u-tube and you can join thousands of other Australians honouring the sacrifice of our 
armed services by standing in your driveway with a lighted candle at 6am for a minute 
silence. At 11.30am there will be a minute silence to mark the ANZAC troops landing on 
the Gallipoli Peninsula. A united call has gone out for brass musicians to play the Last Post 
from their driveway at 6am. 
CAPTAIN COOK 250th ANNIVERSARY ς The Australian National Museum has announced 
the suspension of the circumnavigation of Australia by the HMB Endeavour and the 
ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴ ǘƻǳǊƛƴƎ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ Ψ[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ CƻǊǿŀǊŘΣ [ƻƻƪƛƴƎ .ŀŎƪΩΦ !ƭƭ public events have 
been cancelled or suspended. For us, our special day is 11 May, for it was at 4pm in the 
afternoon, Captain James Cook sighted and named Point Stephens and Port Stephens 
ŀŦǘŜǊ {ƛǊ tƘƛƭƭƛǇ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎΣ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊǎΩ of the Admiralty. Gather 
with neighbours, each on their own driveway of course, at 4pm and raise your glass in a 
toast and wave the Aussie flag on this symbolic day. 
 

      Denise Gaudion 
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The άGloucester 9ȄŀƳƛƴŜǊέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ млth November, 1911 contained the following report. 

Milit ary Sports 1911 
 
άaƻƴŘŀȅ ƭŀǎǘ όу hour day) can well be credited as being a gala day in Raymond Terrace, the 
place being literally packed with people ς picnic parties etc., - the big attraction being the 
military sports on ΨBoomerang ParkΩ. The day broke fine and all fears of the sports being 
marred by wet weather were dispelled. Members of the Newcastle and Maitland Scottish 
Rifles arrived yesterday morning and a squadron fro, Newcastle with ------ pounder gun were 
brought from Hexham early on Monday morning. Members of the Newcastle and Maitland 
Half Squadrons of the A.L.H. were also present, and, took part in the events of the day. 
 
Owing to the indefatigable work of the secretary (Lieut. Richardson) and his assistants the 
arrangements for the day were perfect, and everything went off without a hitch or accident 
of any kind. 
 
tǳƴŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǘ мл ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜrs of the military and naval forces were formed in front 
of the drill hall and headed by the Raymond Terrace Brass Band, marched round the town by 
way of King and Port Stephens streets and on to the park by William Street, the Pipers and 
Drummers of the Scottish Rifles whipping up the rear. The procession, which was a lengthy 
one, was most picturesque looking extremely pretty. 
 
At 10.45 a start was made with the first event at 6.13 the last item on the programme had 
been gone through. Lieut-Colonel Meredith, Sergeant Majors Kendall, McNamara and 
McPherson, Lieut. McDonald, Captain Windeyer and Captain Butner officiated as judges for 
the various events and carried out the work entrusted to them in the most fair and impartial 
manner, not one complaint being heard against any of their decisions, although a number of 
the events were so closely contested that only a point separated the winners. 
 
The field gun and cutlass displays by the Naval Brigade, the Musical Ride by the Lancers and 
the bayonet exercise display by the Scottish Rifles were items that were well worth travelling 
a distance to see, and were much applauded by the large gathering that was present. 
 
During the day the Raymond Terrace Band, under the baton of Bandmaster T. Adam, 
rendered selections which were much appreciated. The piper and drummers of the Scottish 
Rifles also played a tune or two.  
 
Luncheon was provided by Mrs. Lawrence in a large marquee for the naval and military men 
and although the task of attending to so large a gathering was difficult, still the caterer and 
her staff of waitresses carried out their duties in a most creditable manner. 
 
About thirty pounds was taken at the gates, and when the entrance money for the different 
events and the donations were added to that a sum about fifty pounds was in hand. Had the 
weather not been favourable the Lancer Association would have suffered a heavy loss, as they 
had gone to a heavy expense undertaking such a big thing, but fortunately the day was a 
splendid one for outdoor amusement and the Association will be a gainer by a considerable 
sum. So successful were the sports and so thoroughly satisfied were all present with the 
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manner which they were carried out that it is hoped the Lancers Ball was held in the drill hall 
at night when about 7р ŎƻǳǇƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΦ /ǇƭΦ tƛƭƭƛŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊƻƻǇŜǊ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ aΦ/ǎΦέ 

 

 
 
¢ƘŜ άwŀȅƳƻƴŘ ¢ŜǊǊŀŎŜ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŜǊέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ уth November, 1912 contained the following report. 

Military Sports 1912 
 
άThe second annual sports meeting promoted and carried out by the Raymond Terrace Lancer 
Association was held on Boomerang Park on Monday last. 
 
The weather in the early part of the morning did not give promise of a fine day but towards 
мм ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǳŘs cleared away and sun came out and till ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ it was blisteringly 
hot when a cool southerly sprung up and made things pleasant for the remainder of the 
afternoon. 
 
¢ƘŜ ƛƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ .ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ мл ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ǘƘŜ [ƛƎƘǘ IƻǊse were 
marshalled at the Drill Hall and headed by the band marched round the town by way of Port 
Stephens and King Streets then up William Street on to the park. 
 
Very little time was lost getting the events of the programme going, and the following staff of 
officials were responsible for the admirable manner in which the events were carried out. 
Lieut. Colonel Meredith, Captain Windeyer, Lieut. Richardson, Sergeant Major Kendall 
(Maitland), Lieut. Stewart (Newcastle), ad Sergeant Major MacDonald. 
 
Amongst the visiting offices present was Colonel Rupert Carrington, C.V.O., D.S.O., Officer 
commanding the 2nd Light Horse Brigade, who was an interested spectator the whole day. 
 
The sports this year were successful as those of last year and we think that the programme 
on this occasion was superior to the previous one, although the events for cadets did not take, 
one of which had to be struck out, and for the other only two tries were received. Generally 
at sports of this kind an accident of some kind occurs on account of so many horses galloping, 
but the whole affair was so well arranged and carried out that not even the slightest mishap 
took place, and the Secretary (Lieut. Richardson) and those others who assisted can be 
congratulated on their efforts to make everything go more smoothly. 
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A special feature of the sports this year was the splendid music rendered by the 4th Infantry 
Band, the selections being very much appreciated by the large crowd present. 
 
The takings at the gate during the day was very little short of the amount taken last year, and 
taken all round the Lancer Association should show a very handsome balance when matters 
were squared up. 
Following are the results of some of the events. 
Best turned out section of N.C.O. or Men ς Shoeingsmith - ²ƘƛǘŜΩǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ aŀƧƻǊ 
{ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘΦ 
Single Tent Pegging ς Quarter Sergeant McKenzie 1. Trooper Hunter 2. 
Recruits Tent Pegging ς Trooper C. H. Adams 1. Trooper Clark (Maitland) 2. 
Military Three-Legged Race ς Troopers Lamb and Ekert 1. Troopers Lutterell and Cos (Dungog) 
2. 
Led Horses Competition ς ¢ǊƻƻǇŜǊ CƻƻǘΩǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ мΦ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ WŀƴŜǎΩ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ όbŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜύ н. 
/ŀŘŜǘǎΩ wŜǎŎǳŜ wŀŎŜ ς Privates Cunningham and Meere 1. Privates Brisbane and J Feehey 
Section Tent Pegging ς vǳŀǊǘŜǊƳŀǎǘŜǊ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭǎΩ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ όaŀƛǘƭŀƴŘύ мΦ ¢ǊƻƻǇŜǊ 
CƻƻǘǎΩ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ нΦ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ WŀƴŜǎΩ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ όbŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜύ оΦ 
Gymkhana Apple Race ς Trooper Madden 1. Sergeant Logan (Maitland) 2. 
Band Race ς Bandsman Patmore 1. Bandsman Davis 2. 
Officers Tent Pegging ς Lieut. Richardson 1. Lieut. Colonel Meredith 2. 
Mock Llyod Lindsay ς {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ aŀƧƻǊ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ 
Balaclava Melee ς ¢ǊƻƻǇŜǊ CƻƻǘǎΩ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ мΦ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ aŀƧƻǊ {ƳƛǘƘǎΩ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ нΦ 
 
The ball at nƛƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘΦ ¢ǊƻƻǇŜǊǎ tŜŀǊƴ ŀƴŘ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀǘŜŘ ŀs MCs and the 
ƳǳǎƛŎ ǿŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ōȅ WŀŎƻōǎΩ hǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀΦ aǊǎ [ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜ ŎŀǘŜǊŜŘΦέ 
 
Military Sports became a regular annual event not only at Raymond Terrace but also at many 
other centres throughout Australia to improve the fitness of the Australian troops. 
 
Remembering Australian Olympians enlisted in World War 1  (Hyperlink to internet) 
https://www.olympics.com.au/news/remembering-australian-olympians-enlisted-in-world-
war-i/  
Centenary of Anzac Tasmania Remembers  (Hyperlink to internet) 
http://www.centenaryofanzac.tas.gov.au/history/war_and_sport 

 
 
 
 
Sport inspired war posters 
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Lest We Forget 
 
Arthur Vincent Huxley 
Born: 25th October, 1917 
Died: 18th February 1991 
 
Arthur Vincent Huxley is a ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ΨCƛǊǎǘ CƭŜŜǘΩ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ !ƴƴ CƻǊōŜǎ όŎƻƴǾƛŎǘύ ŀƴŘ 
Thomas Huxley (third fleet and convict) and is the fourth generation born in Australia. He was 
the second child and only son of Stanley Vincent Huxley (13th May 1890 - 13th June 1975) and 
Winifred Hannah Huxley nee Sellenger (25th October, 1889 ς 31 May,1977). Arthur spent 
much of his childhood in Hurstville, Sydney NSW. His father was keen for Arthur to play 
baseball but it soon became apparent that Arthur had a much better skill at being a left 
handed tennis player.  
 
IŜ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ά¢ƘŜ 5ŀƛƭȅ DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ 
30, 1928. 
 
ά¢Ŝƴ-Year-Old-Star by J. C. Anderson 

Young Huxley of Hurstville (only 10 years of age) is a clever 
lad on the court. Although little higher than the net, he is quite 
capable of holding his own against many juniors I have seen in 
action on my visits to the suburbs. 

This lad is a left-handed player using full length of arms and 
racquet for the swing. 

What particularly impressed me most was his natural 
adaptability in anticipation.  

When forced on the defensive he stepped back, taking 
ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǘΦ 

In addition to his knowledge of the game he possesses an 
ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀƳŜƴǘΦέ 
 
From this early start in the world of tennis Arthur was set to represent New South Wales in 
Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ Ψ{ŎƘƻƻƭ .ƻȅ ¢ŜŀƳΩΣ b{² ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǎǘŀǘŜ 
tournaments.  
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ά¢ƘŜ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ bƛƎƘǘ ¢ŜƭŜƎǊŀǇƘΣ .Ǌƛǎōane, September 3, 1932. 
ά{ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ¢Ŝƴƴƛǎ    -    Boy Plays Like Veteran 
 Watching the youngsters at play in the first Inter-{ǘŀǘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ ƳŀǘŎƘ ŀǘ 
Sandgate one could not fail to be impressed with their knowledge of the game, particularly 
the New South Wales boys, all four of whom were models of consistency and accuracy. Arthur 
Huxley played like a veteran. Calm, and with a remarkable sense of anticipation, he revealed 
form that would be envied by many and A grade adult player. Working into the net time after 
time after succession of hard drives he won the point with accurate placement, or a drop volley 
ǿŜƭƭ ŘƛǎƎǳƛǎŜŘΦ ΧΧΧΧέ 
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As time went on Arthur received many accolades 
focusing on his prowess on the tennis court. He 
was most surprised and excited when in 
December 1936 he was invited, if selected, a 
place on the Davis Cup Team of 1937 with his long 
term buddy John Bromwich. The others 
approached for selection of the Davis Cup Team 
1937 were Crawford, Quist,  
Turnbull, McGrath, Bromwich, Hopman and Kay. 
 
Even though Arthur was not selected for the 1937 
Davis Cup Team he remained a strong contender 
for future consideration to represent Australia in 
overseas tournaments. As Bromwich became 
involved in the Davis Cup Team Arthur needed to 
find a new doubles partner that complimented 
his game type. He partnered Henry Lindo and 
Bennet, and others, in tennis doubles exhibition 
games and tournaments with many wins and had 

success in mixed doubles with Miss Joan Hartigan. 
 
Arthur played consistently to keep the morale of Australians 
high leading up to World War 2 when he enlisted (Service No. 
NX54121) in the AIF with Fred Bennet which was stated in The 
Sydney Morning Herald on Thursday 6th June, 1940, place of 
enlistment was Paddington NSW.  
 
On the 16th of December, 1940 he married Thelma Rice at 
Roseville NSW.  The following extract is from the Sydney 
Morning Herald Tuesday 17th December 1940. 
 
 ά!ǘ {ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ wƻǎŜǾƛƭƭŜ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀy morning two interstate tennis players, 
Miss Thelma Rice, younger daughter of the former Davis Cup player, Mr Horrie Rice and of 
Mrs Rice, and Corporal Arthur Huxley, AIF, only son of Mr and Mrs Stanley Huxley of Hurstville 
ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘΦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ ǇƭŀȅŜǊ aǊ WƻƘƴ .ǊƻƳƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ōŜǎǘ Ƴŀƴ ΧΧΦΦ  ! ŎŀōƭŜ 
from the brides brother, Sergeant Horrie Rice, who is with the AIF in Palestine was received 
Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎΦέ 
 
Arthur was posted, not long after his wedding, to Singapore in the AIF as part of the Malay 
Campaign. He was assigned as a soldier/Ambulance Driver in the A S C ATT 2/10 FLD AMB. 
Unfortunately, Singapore fell to the Japanese Forces on 15th February, 1942 and more than 
100,00 allied soldiers became Prisoners of War of the JapaneseΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ƘŜ bŜǿ [ƛǎǘ ƻŦ 
aƛǎǎƛƴƎΩ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ нрth June, 1942 in The Sydney Morning Herald, he was listed 
as missing. The list consisted of 233 names including 12 officers, 2 nurses and one chaplain. 
On Friday 13th August, 1943 in The Sydney Morning Herald it was confirmed that Arthur was 
a Prisoner of War of the Japanese. 
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He spent over a year in Changi POW camp, and was a member of F Force, which consisted of 
many of his comrades (doctors, orderlies and ambulance drivers) from the field hospitals 
situated around Singapore. In Changi all POWs suffered many hardships but what kept them 
going was the mateship they shared and their determination to keep going. 
 

On approximately the 17th of April, 
1943, Arthur left Changi to work on the 
Burma Railway. He was transported by 
train for a 4-5 day journey and then 
marched approximately 300 
kilometres to the region of the Burma 
border. Arthur was assigned a work 
party and moved on to the nearest 
camp. Often after working all day he 
would be forced to carry his 
possessions and march in the darkness 
to the next camp. With little sleep he 
was expected to work a long day with 
the prospect of being moved on again 
to another camp that night.  
 

 
On one of the rare occasions that Arthur went back to that time he related an incident that 
occurred on the march. He was found floating face down in the river with heavy bags of rice 
on his back. He was pulled out of the water, his arms were strung around the shoulders of his 
mates as they marched three abreast. They carried him long until he was recovered. Before 
ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōǳǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŜŀŎƘ 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎǳŀǊŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōǊǳǘŀƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀǿ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ th²Ωǎ 
falter or unable to work they would be killed. (Arthur old this memory to his son Peter and 
asked him to make contact with his mate that rescued him from a watery grave. When Peter 
ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƳŀǘŜ ƘŜ ǊŜŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŀǘŜ ǿŀǎ 
looking out for each other, it was the Aussie spirit.) 
 
Eventually, Arthur was moved on to Hellfire Pass. In the rainy season of 1943 malaria, 
dysentery, beri beri, pellagra, tinea, tropical ulcers, smallpox and cholera depleted the 
numbers being able to work. Lack of food, reducing numbers, the brutality of the Korean 
guards and the obsession of the Japanese to finish the railway took its toll on the surviving 
POWs. The Thai-Burma Railway was completed when the two sides of the line joined at 
Konkoita on 25th October, 1943, in all 415.92km of track was completed in sixteen months. 
Those POWs that had survived the ordeal in F Force and H Force were evacuated on the new 
railway back to Changi in Singapore.  
 
Early in 1945, there was a glimmer of hope that his time in Changi would come to end but 
also a time of caution as the reaction of the Japanese forces to their defeat was unpredictable. 
It came with the unconditional surrender of Emperor Hirohito broadcasting to his soldiers, 
after the dropping of the atomic bombs on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Ngasaki on 
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6th and 9th August 1945 respectively, there was to be no further hostile action taken towards 
Allied soldiers as from the 15th August, 1945.  
 
ArthursΩ years of captivity were over. Before the announcemŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ !ǊǘƘǳǊǎΩ 
survival, his wife, Thelma was told that he was coming home. He was flown home in early 
September. Arthur was discharged from the AIF on 17th October, 1945 with rank of Corporal 
from his posting to A S C ATT 2/10 FLD AMB. 
 
On Tuesday 11th September, 1945 ς The Sydney Morning Herald announced the following. 
 
άLATEST ADVICES FROM SINGAPORE 

The A.A.P. special representative in Singapore says that the following have been freed 
ŦǊƻƳ /ƘŀƴƎƛ tǊƛǎƻƴΧΧΧ  ¢ƘŜ IŜǊŀƭŘ ǿŀǊ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ {ƛƴƎŀǇƻǊŜ ¢ƻƳ DƻƻŘƳŀƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ 
the names of two more sportsmen prisoners:-  Corporal Arthur Huxley, Interstate tennis player 
ƻŦ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ  WΦ [Φ aŜŀƎƘŜǊΣ ƧƻŎƪŜȅ ƻŦ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ {ƛƴƎŀǇƻǊŜΦέ 
 
!ǊǘƘǳǊΩǎ ŀŘƧǳǎǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ǇƻǎŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ 
ordeals. He never spoke about them in detail or often as they brought too many unpleasant 
thoughts to the surface which caused agitation to himself and upset his family. This was 
before the time that Post Traumatic Stress Syndrome (PTSS) was recognised as a mental 
illness.  
 
After his physical recuperation, lasting over twelve months, he was once again playing 
competitive tennis. As reported in the following two excerpts. 
 
Tuesday 30th April, 1946 ς The Daily Telegraph. 
 
άw9¢¦wb{ ¢h .LD ¢9bbL{ 
Ex-P.O.W. Huxley Leads Team in Major Grade Match 
By Les Ryan 

Arthur Huxley, A.I.F. prisoner of war in Thailand and Singapore, will play his first Badge 
ǘŜƴƴƛǎ ƳŀǘŎƘ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƘŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ !ǊƳȅ ƛƴ мфплΧΧ  
 
Huxley said last night that he was stroking as well as in pre-war days, but found it hard to 
ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜΧΧΧέ 
 
Saturday 24th August, 1946 ς The Sydney Morning Hearld. 
 
ά¢ŀƳǿƻǊǘƘ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ 
ΧΧ!ƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƛǊǎ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǿƘƻ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǾƛǎ /ǳǇ ŎŀƴŘƛǘŀǘŜǎ is 
F. Bennett and A. Huxley. Arthur Huxley, who was liberated in Singapore last year, has long 
ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ŘƻǳōƭŜǎ ǇƭŀȅŜǊΧΧΧΦΦέ 
 
When Arthur stopped playing competition tennis he was not far away from the game he 
loved. He became a representative of Slazenger Dunlop and soon showed that he was able to 
spot a winner in up and coming junior players in golf, tennis and cricket. He moved through 
the ranks of this company and became interested in promotion activities which included the 



PSFHS Journal 2 2020 

 13 

Indoor Australian Championships first held at the Hordern Pavilion in Sydney NSW and was 
moved to the Entertainment Centre in Sydney NSW. 
 
!ǊǘƘǳǊǎΩ ƭƻƴƎ- term friend, John Newcombe, was interviewed by John Thirsk after he passed 
away on the 18th February, 1991, after a long illness with cancer. The following article 
appeared in the Telegraph the week after his passing. 
 
άLǘΩǎ ŦŀǊŜǿŜƭƭ ǘƻ ŀ ƭŜƎŜƴŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ IǳȄ 
 

IŜ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άIǳȄέ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǎǘ aƻƴŘŀȅ !ǊǘƘǳǊ IǳȄƭŜȅ ŘƛŜŘ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ DƻƭŘ /ƻŀǎǘ ƘƻƳŜ 
after a long illness, aged 75. 
 

In tennis Hux ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭŜƎŜƴŘΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ {ƭŀȊŜƴƎŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎ 
ŀƴŘ слΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƎƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎǉǳŜǘ Ǝǳǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴΦ 
 

Nobody would argue that Hux was responsible for some of the greatest finds in 
Australian sport. 
 

I was only 10 when I met HuȄ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ŦǊŜŜ ǊŀŎǉǳŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ōŀƭƭǎΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀǘ 
the time, but nine years before that Hux had signed up another nine year old called Ken 
Rosewall. 
 

Later I was told that Hux, a left hander, was a Davis Cup squad member and a fine 
doubles player. World War н ƘŀƭǘŜŘ IǳȄΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƻƴ ŎƻǳǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 
forget as a Japanese prisoner of war working on the infamous Burma railroad. Hux weighed 
only 85 pounds when he returned. 
 

He was a great mate but when it came to player friendships the Huxley-Rosewall 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǎŜǇŀǊŀōƭŜΦ LΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ IǳȄ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŎƘŜŜǊŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŀŘ ŦƻǊ 
άaǳǎŎƭŜǎέ ǿƘŜƴ L ōŜŀǘ wƻǎŜǿŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфтм ²ƛƳōƭŜŘƻƴ ŦƛƴŀƭΦ 
 
 

In 1973, Hux was a member of the four man team which began the Australian Indoor 
tournament at the Hordern Pavilion, along with Graham Lovett, the current tournament 
director, Fred Stolle and myself. 
 

Hux had a marvellous camaraderie with the media, not only in tennis but also in golfing 
circles. In the 35 years I knew Hux, I cannot recall anyone having a bad word to say about him. 
To me, this is a sign of a very special person, even more remarkable when you realise what he 
endured as a PoW. 
 

Today it is more a world of cash and carry because the traits of loyalty and working for 
one company belong to another generation. This is not to say that yesterday was better than 
today, it is just a fact of life. 
 

From my point of view, we are a little worse off today than last Sunday. Farewell Hux 
ς ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘΣ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀƴ ŀŎŜΦέ 
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Hux nurtured the talents of many tennis, golf and cricket stars that have become the role 
models of the champions of today. 
 
Three prisoners of war share their stories. (Hyperlink to the internet) 
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-02-14/fall-of-singapore-at-75-pows-changed-by-the-
past/8269346 
Fall of Singapore anniversary: How a military defeat changed Australia (Hyperlink to the 
internet) https://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-02-14/fall-of-singapore-75-year-anniversary-
commemorated/8267650 
 
Camps of F Force (Hyperlink to the internet) https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/wars-and-
missions/burma-thailand-railway-and-hellfire-pass-1942-1943/locations/camps-f-force 
 
Burma-Thailand Railway and Hellfire Pass 1942-1943 (Hyperlink to the internet) 
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/wars-and-missions/burma-thailand-railway-and-hellfire-
pass-1942-1943 
 
Camps of F Force on the Burma-Thailand Railway (Hyperlink to the internet) 
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/wars-and-missions/burma-thailand-railway-and-hellfire-
pass-1942-1943/locations/camps-f-force/map-f-force-camps 
 

 
 
Written by Kerrie Huxley 
 
 
 
Australian POW, Duncan Butler 2/12th Field Ambulance, wrote a poem relating to mateship 
and how important it was to survival to have mates. A mate would look out for you in the 
camps, working on the railway, hellfire pass, the long treks to the campsites day and night, 
when you were sick or lacking energy because you were malnourished and just daily living as 
a POW.  
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Mates Poem 
LΩǾŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƻƴŜƭȅ ǊƻŀŘǎ 

Both crooked tracks and straight 
!ƴΩ LΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ƴƻōƭŜǎǘ ŎǊŜŜŘ 
{ǳƳƳŜŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ǿƻǊŘ άaŀǘŜέ 

 
LΩǎ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ years, 

(A thing I do of late) 
!ƴΩ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǎǘƛŎƪǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Ƴȅ ŜŀǊǎ 

¸ƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳŀǘŜ 
 

{ƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 
Regardless of your state 

!ƴΩ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŦƛǊƳ ŀǎ !ȅŜǊǎ wƻŎƪ 
.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ άŜέ ƘŜ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀǘŜ 

 
Me mind goes back to 43, 
¢ƻ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀƴΩ ŀǘŜ 

²ƘŜƴ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƻƴŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ŀƭƛǾŜ 
5ŜǇŜƴŘŜŘ ƻƴ Ψƛǎ ƳŀǘŜΦ 

 
With Bamboo for a billie-can 
!ƴΩ ōŀƳōƻƻ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇƭŀǘŜΣ 

A bamboo paradise for bugs, 
Was bed for me and me mate. 

 
¸ƻǳΩŘ ǎƭƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǎƭƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳǳŘ 

!ƴΩ Ŏǳrse your rotten fate: 
.ǳǘ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƘŜŀǊ ŀ ǉǳƛŜǘ ǿƻǊŘΥ 
ά5ƻƴΩǘ ŘǊƻǇ ȅƻǳǊ ōǳƴŘƭŜ ƳŀǘŜΦ 

 
!ƴΩ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ ǎƻ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƎƻ 

This truth I ave to stat: 
! Ƴŀƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƭƻƴŜƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ 

¢ƛƭ ΨŜ ŀǎ ƭƻǎǘ ƛǎ ƳŀǘŜ 
 

LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻƭƭŜǊǎ ǘƘƛǎΣ 
LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ άDƻƭŘŜƴ DŀǘŜέ 

The welcome that I want to hear 
Lǎ ƧǳǎǘΥ άDƻƻŘ ƻƴ ȅ ƳŀǘŜέ 

 
An so to all who ask us why 
We keep these special Dates 
[ƛƪŜ !ƴȊŀŎ ŘŀȅΣ L ŀƴǎǿŜǊΥ ά²Ƙȅέ 
²ŜΩǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳŀǘŜǎέ 

 
!ƴ ǿƘŜƴ LΩǾŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ǎŜŀǘ 

An handed in my plates, 
LΩƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ƻƭŘ tŜǘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΥ 
άLΩǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƳŜ a!¢9{έ 
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Oswald James Lord Pankhurst 

Born: 1898 at Duri outside of Tamworth 
Died: 1976 in Tamworth 
Married: April 1918 ς Sydney to Lilian Martha Howard. 
Occupation before he enlisted: Farmer/shearing contractor. 
 
²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ΨaŀǊŎƘ ǘƻ CǊŜŜŘƻƳΩ ƭŜŦǘ ¢ŀƳǿƻǊǘƘ ƛƴ мфму hǎǿŀƭŘ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊŎƘ ǘƻ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ǘƻ 
enlist. 
 
IŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ Ψ!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 9ƴƭƛǎǘΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ сκоκмфму ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ мф ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ у ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ 
Regiment/Corp 6th Battery AFA as a Gunner/Driver. He began his training as a Driver/Gunner. 
!ǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ Ψ/ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ƻŦ 5ƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜΩΣ hǎǿŀƭŘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ нрс ŘŀȅǎΣ ƛƴ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ 
one year and 128 days being served abroad in France and Belgium. Oswald was discharged 
16/11/1919.  
 
He served in France and Belgium for approximately 18 months. First as a Driver/Gunner. From 
his service booklet it details the areas that he went to perform his duties as a Gunner/Driver. 
It lists the coordinates for the gun placements to fire at the enemy. As he reached the combat 
lines the war was drawing to a close. Oswald was seconded and transferred to War Grave 
Detachment. His work entailed Oswald exhuming the remains of fallen soldiers to be interned 
in graves in the War Grave Cemeteries in France and Belgium. He was in this detachment until 
he came home which was over twelve months after the end of the war. 
 
When he returned to his family after discharge from the army his experiences became a 
memory that he was reluctant to visit. He stored his physical reminders of wartime away to 
be found long after his death by family. Some mementoes of those times is a leather money 
ǇƻǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǿǊŀǇǇŜŘ ƛƴ ƘŜǎǎƛŀƴΣ Ƙƛǎ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎΩ ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ōƻƻƪƭŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ 
of gun placement coordinates used to target specific points of gun use. 
 
aŀƴȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ hǎǿŀƭŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ 
 

 
 
Medical treatment of Australian soldiers in World War 1  (Hyperlink to internet) 
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/wars-and-missions/ww1/military-organisation/medical-
treatment 
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The Glover Family Jigsaw Puzzle 

I started out researching my family history 40 years ago when a Glover descendant from 
Sydney visited with my late Grandmother Isa Quinn [nee Elliott]. Photographs were brought 
out of the family that I had never seen before, and I certainly became hooked on this never- 
ending quest to fit all the pieces of the Glover family jigsaw puzzle together. 
²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ DƭƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ bŜƭǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅΣ tƻǊǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎ ƛƴ муруΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿƘƛǘŜ 
family to settle there. William and Margaret had twelve children, the youngest daughter 
[ƻǳƛǎŀ .ŜŀǘǊƛŎŜ aŀȅ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ !ǳƴǘΣ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ aŀȅ мусс ŀǘ bŜƭǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ 
only twelve when her mother Margaret died as a result of falling from a horse and cart.  
For many years, early Glover researchers had shown her on the family chart as having married 
Alfred Cullen, however, when I obtained the marriage certificate this proved to be incorrect. 
I did eventually obtain the correct marriage on 14 December 1918 in Sydney of Louisa Beatrice 
May Glover, aged 52, spinster to George Thompson, aged 65 and divorced.  But there were 
still more surprises in store.I found her death 1941, in Nowra.  The next time I visited family 
down the south coast, I called in to the Nowra /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦ [ƻǳƛǎŀΩǎ ƘŜŀŘǎǘƻƴŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ 
revealed she had a daughter Agnes Jenner.  
 
Coincidently, the Glover researcher who had visited my grandmother, had at one time lived 
in Nowra and when I revealed this new information to her, she said, άƻƘΗ ƎƻƻŘƴess me, there 
was a lady who lived around the corner from us who we called Aunty Ag, but we just thought 
she was a good friend, I used to play with her grandŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ tŀƳŜƭŀέΦ  I found a George 
Jenner living at Bomaderry, north of Nowra and phoned, he was elderly but he did fill me in 
on the family. He had never married and sadly, he passed away before I could meet up with 
him. Surprisingly, Louisa had two children out of wedlock, Agnes born 1890 and William born 
1892, there is no father listed on the birth certificates. George Jenner told me that son William 
had served in WW1 and been killed in France. I searched the records for him, but, came up 
empty handed. One day while searching the newspapers on TROVE, I found Louisa and George 
Thompson had lodged an entry in the SMH Roll of Honour family notices for their son William 
Thompson. He had enlisted as William Thompson on 9 April 1915, well before his mother 
married. The question remains- was George Thompson, a married man at the time, his 
biological father?   ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƳŀǊǊȅ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŀŦǘŜǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǿƘŜƴ DŜƻǊƎŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƭŀƛƳ 
for his medals but in 1915 Louisa was known as Mrs Louisa Thompson. 
  

Corporal William Glover-Thompson  
1892 - 1918 

 
When William enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force at Liverpool on 8 April 1915, he gave 
Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŀǎ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŀƎŜ ŀǎ нн ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ мл ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ рΩ п½έ ǘŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ 
ǿŜƛƎƘŜŘ моп ƭōǎΦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŘŀǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ōǊƻǿƴ ƘŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ōƭǳŜ ŜȅŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ 
distinctive mark recorded during his medical examination was a mole on the right side of his 
neck. He was a Clerk and Bookbinder residing at Surry Hills in Sydney. 
¢ƘŜ ά.έ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ нлth Battalion, 5th Brigade was raised at Liverpool from March 1915, with 
their Commanding Officer being Captain A. A. Adcott. At that time, William made his will on 
enlistment [No. 14969] to his next of kin, his mother Mrs Louisa Thompson, later in 1917, he 
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changed the original will leaving all his possessions to his mother Louisa and father, George 
Thompson. [Louisa and George still not married].  
 
The 20th Battalion left Australia on 25 June 1915 for Egypt, where they trained until 16 August 
1915. On 22 August 1915 they landed at Anzac Cove, Gallipoli just as the offensive petered 
out, the 20thΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǇǳǊŜƭȅ ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜΦ CǊƻƳ 26 August ǳƴǘƛƭ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿŀƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
peninsula on 20 December, the 20th Battalion took part in ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ wǳǎǎŜƭƭΩǎ ¢ƻǇΦ 
On 11 Sep 1915 William became ill with dysentery and sent to the hospital ship in Alexandria, 
from there he was sent to AGH in Heliopolis and forwarded to the Auxiliary Hospital at 
Abbasia, Egypt. 
 
By 9 Oct 1915 William had been sent to Nelouan [sic] for convalescence, but was returned to 
Heliopolis, Egypt and diagnosed with severe Enteritis. He was not discharged to return to his 
unit at Tel-el-Kebir until 12 January 1916.                                          

 
            Heliopolis Hospital, Egypt c1915                                                                                                          
Printed with kind permission of AWM, Ref. H18510 
 
William left Folkstone, England on 10 April 1917 to re- join his unit in Camiers, France on 5 
May 1917. After a spell of leave in a quitter sector of the front in Belgium, the 2nd Division, 
which included the 5th Brigade came south again in October 1917. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Tincourt New British Cemetery, Somme, France. Row 11, 
Plot 5. Tincourt is a village just over 4 miles east of Peronne. 

Corporal William Thompson  
                                                       Written by Denise Gaudion 
 

The 20th Battalion proceeded to France where 
it entered the trenches of the Western Front 
for the first time in April 1916, and in the 
following month had the dubious honour of 
being the first Australian Battalion to be 
raided by the Germans. 
The first major offensive the 20th took part in 
was around Pozieres between late July and 
end of August 1916. On 6 August, William was 
wounded by shrapnel to his right shoulder and 
was sent to Weymouth Hospital in England. 
 

By 26 April 1918, William was appointed as Lance Corporal. He 
was wounded again on 17 August, but remained on duty.  On 3 
Oct. 1918, he was made Corporal but was also wounded in 
action. William died on 5 Oct. 1918 from the wounds received to  
his abdomen. 
 
 
 abdomen. 
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MANPOWER DIRECTORATE (AUSTRALIA) 
 
On the 9th of CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мфпоΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ф Řŀȅǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ 5ŀƴƛŜƭΩǎ όƳȅ Father) 18th birthday, he entered 
Dacey, 2 Garden Palace, Daceyville (Sydney) N.S.W. to enlist in the army. He filled in all the 
forms, went through the medical process. Then finally one last page, DECISION OF N.S.O. OR 
A.M.P.O.  States name, Address, Occupation, Employer, D.A. Class, and Medical Class. Report: 
Date of last Review: 16th August, 1943. Decision: Reserved. Initials of N.S.O. or M.P.O 
Remarks:  Apprentice 3rd year STC.  
 
Dad was in his 3rd year of a 5 year apprenticeship with Hydraulic Power and Hydraulic Lifts 
Company. He enlisted in the Volunteer Defence Corps on 16th August 1943. He was an Army 
Citizen but a Private in the Australian Military Forces. 
 
Labour controls were introduced during the Second World War to meet a crisis in manpower 
and to administrate between the needs of the armed services and industry. 
The first significant regulation introduced during the first two years of the war was to reserve 
occupations from military service. Occupations reserved were those which were essential for 
the production of equipment and supplies for the war effort. In 1940, the Minister for State 
of Defence, published a list of reserved occupations. The list was devised to prevent the 
voluntary enlistment of skilled workers from service. 
 
In early 1942, during the crisis of the Japanese forces in the Pacific, which also involved the 
bombing of Darwin. More than 100,000 men were called up for full-time service. The list of 
reserved occupations was not strong enough to administrate the demands of the services 
against the demands of industry and a labour crises which began to emerge. 
 
Manpower Directorate was a division of the Government of Australia, established in 1942 to 
control the workforce. Many occupations that wŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƭƻǎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
jobs. These workers who were transferred, began working at chemical, metal, timber and 
food productions. Non-essential occupations included clothing manufacturing, furniture and 
brick making. People from all around the country were called to work, however there were 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŦƛƴŘΣ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅ ƻǊ 
place them in jail. Work on the home front from ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǿŀǎ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ŦƻǊ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ 
contribution and success towards the war effort. 
 
The agency had extensive power and reach. In effect, Manpower imposed industrial 
conscription. It issued identity cards to every man, woman and child and had the sole power 
to decide who worked where.   
 
The powers under the Manpower Regulations included: 
*Power to exempt a person from service or prohibit their enlistment. 
*Restrict the right of the employer to dismiss his employees. 
*Power to direct any person to leave one employment and engage in another. 
 
This is not the full list, other points were included which I did not record. 
(aust.nat.gov) 
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To overcome the shortage of farm labour, sheep shearing and harvesting of crops, after 
extensive talks with Manpower, the Minister for Labour and National Service approved the 
formation of tƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ [ŀƴŘ !ǊƳȅΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƳƻŘŜƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
Land Army from World War I. 
 
The role which technical education was called upon to play increased as the scale of the 
nŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǿŀǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƳƻǳƴǘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǎƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƳŀƴǇƻǿŜǊ ƛƴ ǎǳch trades as engineering, 
munition, hydraulic power, precision tool-making, fitting and machining.  
 
All engagement of male labour was controlled and a national registration of both male and 
female labour was completed. 
 
Written by Sue Jeffreys 
 
Reserved Occupations and Exemptions WW1. (Hyperlink to the internet) 
https://www.royalcornwallmuseum.org.uk/the-haslam-diaries/reserved-occupations-and-
exemptions 
Reserved occupations, Second World War (Hyperlink to the internet) 
https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/encyclopedia/homefront/reserved_occupations 
Notice to youths and girls (Hyperlink to the internet) 
http://vrroom.naa.gov.au/print/?ID=19204 
Manpower Controls (Hyperlink to the internet) 
https://tomchampblog.wordpress.com/manpower-controls/ 
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!ǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƘŜ wŜŘ /Ǌƻǎǎ ΨtwL{hb9w hC ²!wΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ǘƻ ƴŜȄǘ ƻŦ ƪƛƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
WW2.This article is reproduced from the Official Monthly Bulletin NO. 11 August, 1944 page 
тΣ ǘƛǘƭŜ Ψ! DǊŜŀǘ 5Ŝŀƭ wŜǎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ¸ƻǳΩ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ .ǊǳŎŜ tǊƛƻǊΦ 
 

ά! DǊŜŀǘ 5Ŝŀƭ wŜǎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ¸ƻǳ 
 
A member of the A.R.C.S. Unit which serviced Australian prisoners of war in the Middle East. 
Mr. Prior is himself a returned man from the last war, and, has worked with Red Cross amongst 
Australian servicemen of this war since 1942. 
 

Australia, as a country, will no doubt have its problems to solve when peace comes, 
and Australians themselves will also have their individual problems to solve. One of the 
greatest, perhaps, the responsibility both of the nation and of individuals, will be the 
rehabilitation of the returning serviceman. 
 

In common with all right thinking people, I have no doubt that our Government will 
apply itself to this task in no half hearted manner. But we cannot expect our Government to 
take a full time interest in each individual case. Initially this can best be one by the next of kin 
of each soldier, sailor or airman. 
 

I refer more particularly, of course to our wounded servicemen and to those men who 
are at present prisoners of war. We can almost class the latter amongst the sick and wounded, 
because although they may not be actually physically ill, they will undoubtedly be mentally 
sick and wounded. And to look after men in this category will probably be even a harder task 
than ministering to those who actually are physically sick or wounded. 
 

Consequently, a few suggestions as to, perhaps not the treatment of the man himself, 
but as to your own treatment will not be out of place. 

 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǳǇ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ 

LΩƳ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ .ǳǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ōƻǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǇŀǘǊƛŀǘŜŘ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎ 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾŀƭƛŘŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ŦŀƛǘƘ LΩƳ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ 

 
CƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǊŘΣ ƴƻǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 

ƳŀƪŜ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜǎΦ .ǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜǎ ǘƻƻ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǎƳŀƭƭ 
fry in comparison. Perhaps your man may have some physical handicap, as a result of his war 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ ²Ŝƭƭ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǘŀǊŜ ƻǊ ƻǾŜǊŘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƳǇŀǘƘȅ όŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǘǿŀǊŘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜǎ L ƳŜŀƴύΦ 
Naturally, you are upset and even shocked, but your efforts at expressing sympathy are not 
going to do one scrap of good; they are only going to briƴƎ ŀ ƭǳƳǇ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǘƘǊƻŀǘ ŀƴŘ 
set him back quite a lot. He will have been sent from the Hospital in quite good condition, and 
it will be your job to keep him in that same condition, or perhaps even build him up some more. 
¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛte dishes. Then give him these. They will be a change from what 
he has been getting and will be quite welcome. (Provided of course that he is not on a special 
ŘƛŜǘΦύ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǇŜǎǘŜǊ ƘƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǘe ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŦƻǊ ƭǳƴŎƘ ƻǊ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ς nothing will 
try his patience more. If he wants anything different he will probably suggest it himself, and if 
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ƛǘǎ ƘǳƳŀƴƭȅ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƎŜǘ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭƛƳŜƴǘΦ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ 
that under such treatment your man will show quite a marked improvement. 

 
5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄ-serviceman has a very hard task to readjust himself 

to civilian life. He has to go through a period in which his nervous system has to settle down 
from the hurly-burly of service life to the more humdrum life of a civilian. He will appear to 
ōŜ ŘƛǎƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀȊȅΣ ƴƻ ŘƻǳōǘΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŀǎƳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƻƻƴ Ǉŀǎǎ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
you will begin to recognise the man who left you perhaps years ago. 

 
Perhaps, your man will have a useless arm, and you will have to valet for him to a 

ŘŜƎǊŜŜΦ ²ŀǘŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻǾŜǊŘƻ ƛǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀȅ ǎƻǳƴŘ Ŏŀƭƭƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊŘΣ ōǳǘ LΩǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ȅƻǳ 
will have to be hard with yourself. Help where necessary, but let the man do some things for 
himself, otherwise he will come to rely on you too much and he will not learn to fend for 
himself. We have even now hundreds of men, who have lost the use of a limb, but who have 
overcome their disability and are now earning food money in jobs which they have taken up 
since discharge. Only a few weeks ago, I sat opposite a man with a useless arm, and offered 
to cut his meal for him, as I could see he was in difficulties. But I was not upset when he said, 
άbƻ ǘƘŀƴƪǎΣ LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ L Ƴŀȅ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ƴƻǿΦέ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƘŜ ǘƛǊŜŘ ƻŦ 
the job ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƘŜƭǇΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ L ǿƻǳƭŘ 
suggest you go about doing things. 

 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ Ψ5ƻƴΩǘΩ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ tŜǊƘŀǇǎΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΣ ȅƻǳ ōƻǘƘ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻƴŘ ƻŦ 

ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΦ DƻƻŘΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀǊǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ Ǉŀrties and so forth in advance. 
Wait until you see if he wants to continue that sort of life right away. The chances are that 
ƘŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΦ IŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǊŜŀŘƧǳǎǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΣ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǇǇŜŀr upset when you again have to be tough 
with yourself. 

 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎŀǊŘƛƴŀƭ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƭƭ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƳŜƴΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ 

pester them into talking of their experiences overseas. In your eyes, they are heroes, as 
probably they are, but ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ƴŜǊǾŜ ǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŜƳōŀǊǊŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘhan to be asked 
to recite your experiences in front of an audience, even if it is an appreciative one. On the other 
hand, if he wants to talk without being goaded into it, then let him, bearing in mind that a 
tactful interruption if it gets too long winded will not be out of place. Taking the average 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜƳŀƴ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ LΩǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƘƻ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ŘǿŜƭƭ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ƻƴ Ǉŀǎǘ 
experiences. They will eventually come out, but it may be over a period, perhaps, of years. So 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƛƳǇŀǘƛŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘƭȅ Řƻ ŀƭƭ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀƴΦ LǘΩǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 
ƘŜƭǇ ōȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƘŀǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǿŀȅΦέ 
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Extracts from the άtŜǊƛƭ at tƻǊǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎέ booklet written by Denise 

Gaudion for the Heritage Festival ferry trip around Port Stephens.  
 

1804 Soldiers Camp  

Sometime after the establishment of the settlement at Port Hunter (Newcastle) in 1804, 
trouble was caused by some rebellious convicts who after escaping, made their way north via 
Port Stephens. 

To meet that phase of trouble, the commandant at Port Hunter established a small military 
post of a corporal and five soldiers on the southern shore of Port Stephens. The duty of the 
military was to capture escaped convicts. The soldiers and supplies from Newcastle arrived 
either by boat around the coast or overland through the sand hill country. The long march 
was a hard one, however with the constant use, it did establish a track line/road from 
Stockton to Port Stephens. 

The local Worimi tribe inhabited the area and are mentioned in a report by Captain Wallis at 
Newcastle, 1817; ά¢ƘŜ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ōƭŀŎƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ ƻŦ bŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ tƻǊǘ 
Stephens have become very active in retaking the fugitive convicts. They accompany the 
soldiers who are sent in pursuit, and by the extraordinary strength of sight that they possess, 
they can trace to a good distance, with wonderful accuracy, the impressions of the human 
foot. Nor are they afraiŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƎƛǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘǎΦέ  

By 1821, the penal colony at Newcastle had been removed to Port Macquarie and the Hunter 
Valley. The incentive to escape servitude at Port Macquarie once again, led to escapees trying 
to reach Sydney by overland routes. Crossing the waterways of Port Stephens was yet another 
obstacle to their escape. 

In 1825, the Australian Agricultural Company was formed at Carribeen, later renamed 
Carrington, and by 1828, 180 convicts were assigned to the Company. Convict escapees would 
steal boats and attempt to make their escape out through the headlands of Port Stephens or 
to the southern shore of the harbour, only to find the garrison of soldiers waiting to 
apprehend them.  

Many of those A.A. Co. convicts once emancipated, became farmers, fishermen or business 
people in villages of Port Stephens. 

The area was originally named Friendship Point by Captain William Cromarty the first white 
settler to the area in 1824, but, was later renamed Soldiers Point after the garrison of soldiers 
who were camped on the point. Mrs Cecilia Cromarty ran a small store to serve the needs of 
visiting whalers, fishermen and the local aborigines, she was renowned for her kindness, and, 
at one time two escaping convicts, intent upon robbing her store and stealing a boat, were 
treated generously to a meal by Mrs Cromarty who also kindly offered the loan of a boat 
provided they tied it up at Tenilba (Tanilba), and afterwards they felt so ashamed, they left 
without attempting the robbery and they did leave the boat tied up at Tenilba.                                                                                      
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Salamander Submarine Base  

As early as 1905, Salamander Bay was recommended for use as a submarine base. Following 
Federation in 1911, a proposal emerged to make Port Stephens a submarine refitting 
stationfor the new Royal Australian Navy and was approved. 

George King-Hall (British) was appointed Commander-in-Chief of the new Australia Station in 
1911, the following is an entry from his diary 

Dated 14 October1913: 

 

ά!ǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ tƻǊǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴŎƘƻǊŜŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜΦ ²Ŝƴǘ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ 5ǊǳƳƳƻƴŘ ƛƴ {ǘŜŀƳ 
Pinnace and met Henderson and Mr Bale the engineer, landed some miles up at the camp, where Mr Bale has 
his headquarters. The head man being Morris, an ex-stoker. The clearing is in the midst of the bush, and prettily 
laid out with flower beds, a regular bush camp. 

We walked through a made path, through the bush to Salamander Bay, a very fine sheet of water, to be the new 
submarine base. We all agreed that Port Stephens should be the great naval base and also building yard- not 
Jervis Bay or Sydney. Port Stephens is a very fine harbour, more extensive in some ways than Port Jackson, but a 
good deal of dredging is required. We had tea at the camp, and I returned to the ship and left at pm for Western 
tƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ŀƳōǊƛŀƴΩΦέ 

The land bordered by Salamander Bay and Cromarty Bay was surveyed and resumed by the 
Commonwealth in 1916. 

 

During WW1, naval ships were known to enter Port Stephens where their boilers were relined 
on the spot with the local bricks from Port Stephens Fire Brick Co., throwing the old bricks 
overboard into {ǿŀƴ .ŀȅΦ 5ŀǾƛŘ .ŀƪŜǊ ǊŜŎŀƭƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψoff shore, about 200 metres, looking 
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towards Salamander Bay from Swan Bay, there are about ten piles of brick rubble in the 
ǿŀǘŜǊΩΦ 

In 1919, following WW1, defence authorities again reviewed Port Stephens as a site for a 
naval base. At the time, the proposed navy docking facilities and dredging to make the 
harbour suitable was going to provide real benefit to the farmers in the area, enabling more 
commercial use of the harbour. The proposals were never implemented. 

When AŘƳƛǊŀƭ [ƻǊŘ WŜƭƭƛŎƻŜ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфолΨǎΣ ƘŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ tƻǊǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎ 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άDǊŜŀǘ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ CƭŜŜǘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ tƛƴŘƛƳŀǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŀƧƻǊ ōŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ōƻŀǘ ǎǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀnd his 
grandiose ideas were all rejected. 

Due to the drastic cut in the defence budget, insufficient funds were available to develop and 
continue the base. The naval base at Salamander Bay was demolished and in a SMH 
newspaper article dated 22nd November 1922, the NSW Director for Commonwealth Dept. of 
Works and Railways gave instructions to dispose of the expensive plant, buildings, stores and 
furniture by an auctioneer in Newcastle.  

Lƴ мфпнΣ ǿƛǘƘ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ-East Asia and occupation of the Pacific Islands to the 
north of Australia, it became imperative to establish training camps with the aim of training 
personnel from the Navy, Army and Air Force to undertake joint operations to retake the 
captured islands and repel the invaders.                                                                                                                                                            

In June 1942, following an aerial site survey, Royal Marine Officer, Commander F.N. Cook and 
Lt. Colonel Hope inspected all the proposed sites along the east coast, Port Stephens was 
selected because of its defendable port, safe anchorage away from the Japanese subs, and 
the sparsely settled area.  

During WW11, at Soldiers Point a concrete gun emplacement was set up at the east end of 
Ridgeway Ave and underwater demolitions training was conducted at Salamander Bay, but 
some of the training was also conducted at Winda Woppa and Broughton Island. 

The north gully of Broughton Island facing Hawks Nest was pocked with small craters from 
artillery practice, although the Dept. of Defence Historical section says it has no knowledge 
of the shelling. Proof of the shelling came from a former artillery signalman, Harry Williams 
of the 9th Field Regiment in 1943, confirming that he had been on board a landing ship off the 
island when a number of shells were fired at the island. Cabbage Tree Island was also heavily 
used as a target area from the six-inch coastal guns at Tomaree Head and the naval ships. 

After the war, in 1955, the Federal Government allowed Port Stephens Council to buy the 
priceless site for just £50,000 ($100,000). 
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Australia Remembers 1914-1918 

In Apex Park, the first set of wooden memorial steps was built close to the water line and 
ŜƴǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŀƴΩǎ ǿƘŀǊŦ ōȅ ²ŀƭǘŜǊ DƭƻǾŜǊΣ ƛƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ ŜƴƭƛǎǘŜŘ 
and died during WW1. His own son George [pictured] had been killed in France in 1917. In 
1928, the wooden stairs were replaced and built further up into the park by the three 
Zeininger brothers from Tea Gardens. 

                                   

In 1947, J.J. Edstein & Sons were contracted to erect a town memorial in Apex Park which 
included the names from the memorial stairs as well as all the local volunteers. 

     Australia Remembers 1945- 1995 

On the 28 July 1995, the Port Stephens Historical Society received a grant to erect a unique 
monument in the area adjacent to Little Beach, Nelson Bay celebrating 50 years of the ending 
of WW11. There are four separate memorial plaques on the large anchor and pyramid shaped 
monument.       
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In Salamander Bay at the intersection of Port Stephens Drive and Kanimbla Drive, another 
H.M.A.S. Assault memorial can be found. The wooden structure, supported by two posts, has 
a large brass plaque flanked by six small brass plaques. The surrounding streets in the Assault 
Basin subdivision are all named after the landing ships H.M.A.S. Kanimbla, H.M.A.S. Manoora, 
H.M.A.S. Westralia and tribal class destroyers H.M.A.S. Arunta and H.M.A.S. Warramunga. 

Halifax Park (holiday park) was named after the Halifax heavy bomber NKIGS HDP, flown by 
crews of 466 squadron RAAF on 51 raids over Germany with RAF Bomber Command during 
²²ммΦ bŀƳŜŘ Ψ²ŀƭǘȊƛƴƎ aŀǘƛƭŘŀΩΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Ŧƭƻǿƴ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ōȅ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ DŜƻŦŦǊŜȅ ²ƛƪƴŜǊ ƛƴ 
1946. Geoff and Trudy Wikner established the holiday park that same year. At the entrance 
to Halifax Park there is a memorial plaque commemorating the aircraft, the flight and the 
gallant air crews. 

Reproduced with kind ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ 5ŜƴƛǎŜ DŀǳŘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ άtŜǊƛƭ at tƻǊǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎέΦ 

 

TO HONOUR 
The presence of Royal Marines British Pacific Fleet who like 
many others, trained in this area for amphibious warfare in the 
South Pacific Region and made a significant contribution which 
saw the successful conclusion to World War 11 1942-1943 

Lest We Forget 

REMEMBERANCE 
This plaque commemorates the location of HMAS Assault, a 
World War 11 Naval Base which became in peace time a 
sanctuary for refugees from war torn Europe 1949-1956, thus 
enriching the lives of all Australians 

Advance Australia Fair 

TO HONOUR 
20,000 United States of America Marine Corps, Army and Army 
Air Force Servicemen who trained at Port Stephens for 
amphibious warfare in the South West Pacific area 1942-1943. 
Erected by Port Stephens Historical Society ς dedicated by 
Hugh J. Ivory ς Director of I.S.I.S., United States of America 
Consulate General, Sydney. 28 July 1995 

Lest We Forget 

 

IN GRATITUDE 
To the people of the Tomaree Peninsula who offered friendship 
and hospitality to Service Personnel during their period of 
training at Port Stephens 

Forever Remembered 
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Research ς can you help? 

The PSFHS has for some me now been gathering research for a new, revised publication about 

the history of not only the Tilligerry Peninsula but all the surrounding areas of Williamtown 

[formerly Parading Ground], Salt Ash, Bobs Farm, Majors Flat, Big Swan Bay, Pipe Clay Creek, 

Lower Anna BayΣ CŜƴƴƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ LǎƭŀƴŘΣ and Taylors Beach [formerly Banks Farm]. The 

additional settlements are all found within the Tilligerry conservation area.  

Our new book ά¦t ¢I9 ¢L[[LD9ww¸ /w99Y ϧ !wh¦b5 ¢I9 ¢w!/Y{έΣ will not only update and 

correct some of the previously published information, but also present some wonderful new 

historical data about the earliest land- holders to the Tilligerry Creek catchment areas and 

also the unique maritime history of the waterways of the southern shores of Port Stephens.  

We are asking all readers of our journal Ψ[ŜƳƻƴ ¢ǊŜŜΩ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƴŘǊŜŘ ǎƻŎƛŜties if they can help 

with their family history, photographs or land grants/records regarding the early settlement 

and the pioneers of these areas. All deposited information will be acknowledged to the 

submitter in the publication and please quote any records or reference source used. Any oral 

histories and interesting stories about the families would be a wonderful addition in putting 

a human face to our pioneering ancestors.  

EMAIL: psfhsi@gmail.com        PHONE: 0422 303 171  

RESEARCH ENQUIRIES   

Please send all research enquiries to PO Box 32, Tanilba Bay NSW 2319 or simply scan and 

send the request form downloaded from our website to email psfhsi@gmail.com  

Website: www.portstephensfamilyhistory.com.au    Please include and attach as much 

relevant information that you have regarding any brick walls.  

Initial Research Fee is $30 (limit of 10 copies of resource documents) and further detailed 

research will incur additional $10 per hour fee. Ο 

Email enquiries: advice onlyς research officer will quote on a needs basis. EFT payments on 

application re bank account details ΟAll enquiries are welcome, and we do endeavour to 

answer paid requests as soon as possible, however, if at times we have numerous requests, 

please be patient. Ο 
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Society Publications for sale 

 

History and Heritage of Tanilba House 

A full history of the Caswell family, and complete history and 

heritage of Tanilba House and its subsequent ownership. We reveal 

the full naval career of Lt. William Caswell and biographies of the 

forty [40] known convicts that were assigned to him, and in 

ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ Řŀƛƭȅ ŘƛŀǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ /ŀǎǿŜƭƭΩǎ hǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΣ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ 

Stuart.  

Soft cover, pages, $30 + $13.50 p & p  

 

Henry Halloran, the Legacy 

Realtor, surveyor, town planner, engineer with a penchant for 

history and poetry. His versatility, energy and tenacity helped 

shape Port Stephens and other areas of New South Wales.Ο 

Soft cover, 44 pages, $15 + $8.50 p & p.  

 

Convicts of the Australian Agricultural 

Company, 1825-1850 

Biographical index of the 1,329 convicts who served with the 

A.A.Co. Includes birth & death, trial and sentence, shipping, 

assignments, tickets of leave and pardons.  

Soft cover, 206 pages, $30 + $13.50 p & p  

 

Bench of Magistrates, Port Stephens May to 

Dec.1832 

Complete transcriptions of court proceedings. Includes staff, 

convicts & indented servants of the A.A.Co. The areas covered 

are Port Stephens, Booral and Stroud.  

Soft cover, 87 pages, $25 + $8.50 p & p  




